Bendix alds hands -on truck drwer
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Barry Owens Is not your tvp-
ical truck driver

Sure, he can haul freight and
crisscross the country with the
best of then., but he | also para-
lyzed from the walst down, due
to an accldent that crippled him
almoat 25 years ago. He is com-
plefaly wheelchair-dependent.

But one local company has
stapped up to help him, retro-
fitting his tractor-trailer with
the latast air dise brake tech-
nology at o cost

Bandix Commercial Vehicle
Sysiem saw more than just a
handicapped truck driver look-
ing for a handout in Oweans,
said Fon Plantan, principal
enginear. In Owens, Bendix saw
an experienced driver who
witild ot only banefil fiom the
air dise brake technology, bt
nlso appreciate it as an added
safety feature on his 1998
Frelghiliner

“He has a great story” Plan
tan seid. “He loves trucking,
had an accident, hut got back

into the truck, How many other-,

guys who have gone through
what he has still have ithe
courage to get back in a truck?

“He's an inspiration to oth-
ers, but more impartantty he is
& treagsure for us. There are not
too many guys out there wha
know as much about trucking
as Harry"

CHUCK HUMEL f CHBOMCLE

Truck driver Bamy Owens has logged almost 2 million miles since a trucking accident laft him
paralyzed. He leamed to drive a rig with hand controls.

best technology available, He
has nat traveled more than
2000,000 miles as a paraplagic
by short-changing him=elf,

“I think this brake sysiem is
going to be the wave of the
future,” Owenz said. “In 10
years, I think all trucks are
poing to have these brakes,"

That may be so, Plantan
added. In the next few yems. a
povernment regulation requir
ing all tractor trailers to oper-

effect and Bendix's air disc
brakes are right in line with
that technology

They provide a loaded com-
miercial vehbele with a stop dis-
tamee that iz more than 30 par-
cent shorter than conventional
drum brake technology.

They are also easler to main.
tain and hold up longer undor
constant wse,

Safely is very important to
Dnwoms.

has chosen (o stick with despite
hiz own aceidont, as waell as
watching his father die beliind
the wheel of a tractor-trailer
when he was 12,

“Thare were & lot of things I
ooald have done after my aoccl:
dent, but [ knew | could keep
driving if I sat my mind to it,"
safd Owens, a native aof
Moscow, Tenm.

“I don't claim to be Super-
mamn. I jist do what I cen do.

Ta succesd al his job, Owens, ate with a stop time closer 1o Hauvling Mreight iz all he I'm just trying to make a decent
47, sald, he has to look for the passenger vehjcles will go into  knows, and is a profession he lving for my familx™
I
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