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Thepsugh Créviefn” cuimrant [ s buaill wdth sleble bydhmslics, b fired 0 wae @

home-rigged job: & kil freen 1§ puft him in the hospitsd for sia weaks

Wihen Southland Trocking
baught out 55T, the Cwens
brothers went along with the
deal. When that company closed
it doors, Oorene raoved o
I::Il.l,.'i!r Expresas bt dic not AEY
lang because W peroent of what
thot cxmpany moved wene hae-
mat materials. “Somecns handi-
capped can't drive hazmat; it's
the ong reatmsctlon on my
lsense,” Crend anys. “They were
a good company, bat 1 felt like 1
wras a thorm in their side.”

Mow Owens houls Pepsi bot-
tles for Promies Transportation

Burt wehille his Batle {ar
eimployment i over, wheelchair-
bownd Owens still has to face
one issue every day — how to
get in and out of the truck. BHe
tarmed to Handicapped Unlim
ited, based in Memphis, Tenn.,
for help. The company ripped his
carment 1958 Freightliner with a
lift that allowed him enliry via a
specially cut doar in his sleeper
Then his driver's seat swung
mroare] =0 that he can craw] oul
of his wheelchair and into it
The bunk falds up ao that he
can have a place to ctore his
chinir while driving

o outhit his current truck
wilh all of this cost about
£10,000 ipy 19948 bt Owens BlYyR
It is worth it He crcased the mil-
lion-mile mark with his current
truck ¢ Jan. 9, 2005

But even with the specially
outfitted truck, Cwens doesn't
want to have to get In and out
by aifren. For all hauls, Owrens
stipulates that he does not load

or unload anything, but be sces
no problem with that

0L stands for commpreial
driver's license, not commercial
dock lahorer,” OWeERE Bave
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daughters Mollie, 17, and Katle,
15 — {f it wman't for his wife,
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“ahe was with me before the
secident, and she's with me
e, ODwsens says. “Che's the
reason | do everything. If she
wasn't with me, | wouldn®t be
shie to da half the swll | da”

Though all the “stull™ Camne
has dene ncludes clocking in 1.6
milllisan miles wheelchair-bound

A Lﬁng Walk

Farking is an issue for most drivers, but for
disabled’drivers it can become a serious problem
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with only ong moving viclation
— @ September 1999 impropes
lane change charge — he said he
ko rewdy to get out from behind
the wheel for a while. 80 he can
call attention to the wucking
:mil.uu'lp': positive facets

1 Want SOMecns 1 spanseT
me with a shew track 2o that 1
cun ride arsund to schoals and
Special Odymipic events and pro-
mote trucking and its good
aspecls,” Dwens says.

Many of COwens' friends think
that is a fine idea, but theyll be
soTy Lo see him stop haullng
fulltme. Promise Transpertatian
owner Eonnie Foundren has
nothing but praise for Owens
and his skills, “unyone who
thinks they can run hard shauld
go run with Barry and then come
eadk to me,” Feundnen says.

Battling the system

Whale Cwens has been able to
waork through his diu.a.'tn'lny by
combining dedication with a -
tle echnalogy, weteran driver
Scott Cook has taken a different
road. Cook's disbike of being told
that has to use 8 prosthede hes
put his longime passion for
trucking in limbe while he
waged a stubbomn hatthe to prove
himself able-badied

When Coak was § years ald,
ke loat his laft arm shove the
elbow in an elecic mes:
grineder, but his disability hasa't
slowed him dewn at all. He was
climbng rees the day he got
hiommie from the hospital. He
doesnt he even consider him-
self disabled. Maybe that's 'urh_-,'
bt refuses to wear  preathetic
wrn. Anad that refusal is why he
can't currenily drive.

Cook grew ap in, ard now
lives in Bandon, Ore., end houled
lumber bepwesn there and
Alaska for more than 20 years.
He has mnever had an secident of
damaged property But after an
Cregon DOT mictor carmier
enforcement officer cited him in
January 2001 for driving without
& prostheals, T was barred from
driving unless he wears the arm.

Cook refuses to wear the amm
and has taken the case to oourt
many times, contending he does
not need the arm o be a safe
driver, and that the false arm is
mare dangerous than not having

Wau, #'s hard somaetimas, but Cvens loves trocking. Ardd trucking loves Bm.

Ha's resbdy' 12 pive something beck 1o tha industry By wariing o 8 wpokesman,
telling pecple sbowt trucking's positive sspects.

Drvwans orias 1o revels modest bul, the pride he lesls in b sccomplishments
scmatimaes shows through, *1 don't wamd (o ped repsell o the bk, but | dos™
hink you'll lined sfrpone whe hay dene moee Ehan | bave, ™ Dhwana sayn

orve at all "Prosthetics are
worthless,” he soys. ©l can use
myy arm tike [ use my hand®
Every tima he went 1o coun
his eladrme were threwn out He
hias hiled lawsuits claiming the
laws go against the Americans
with Disabilities Act, bul 5o {ar
those sulta have led newhere
The Oregan State Court of
Appeals upheld the original
Court's judgement on Jan. 19, buat
there have already boen motions
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to take the case to the Dregon
Supreme Court

S0 1o make & living while not
driving, and to prave to the Ore-
gan DOT that he should be able
to drive without the arm, Cook
fishes the dangerows waters off
the Orepan coast.

“Fishing is a tough business,
and to make lm.nug]'i b SUrive
wou heve to dao it h:,l rm-unil!'_‘
Cock says. “Comparsd to fishing,
ucking iy easy”

Tough as fshing might be, it
i=s not & foreign enterprise. Cook
sailed a dqu’hﬂr—-r.iﬁﬂd shrimp
boat out of Hayou Le Batre, Als.,
in 1977, While working as &
shrimper he salled to the West
Coast and passed through the
Panama Canal thres thmes.

‘The road and the open ocean
aren't the only things that Cock
kas conquered, He has a pilet's
lboerige, biat #ven the sight of
that irks him. " eould legally
dirive @ 747, but [ can't drive a
truck,” Cook says.

S0 Cook decided to use his
fhying ability to try and get his
CDL back.

Coock got his pilat's license
when he was 16 and bought his
first plane in his mid-20s. In
05 Cock plans to My around
the world in his 1945 twin C-45,
a mede] also called a Beech 18
His route will take him scross
the United States: into Europe;
and south through the Middle
East, Asla and Australia before
returning to Cregon by way of
Hawrail He plans to ute the
{lght to show the wworld that
people should be judged on
thisir abilities and not whnt oth-
ers think of their disabilities. He
Elso wanis to prove to the Ore-
gon DOT that if lse can fiy
arcund the world without a
prosthetic arm, then he should
be able to drive without one, too

But Mac Mclowan, an Oregon
LOT public informaten afficer,
disagrees with Cook on exactly
whil government entity will not
wllerw him to drive.

“Cregon doesn’t have that
lawr, it &5 federal. Nothing about
that law §s speciflc wo Oregon.®
MeGowan says. “You can
change the law by an Act of
Congress or go through the
proper court system, and that's
what he should do®

Whatever the outceme of
Cook's zase and Qight, and if
Crarens get his sponsarship or
ot thiese two mMen are exam-
ples of not letting bad lock and
the sight of an uphill bastle stop
you from peing after whnt you
want to do.

Sure, they may not drive fast
like every other CD-cerified
diriver, but that dasin’t gtop
thern from living their lhes fust
e same a3 everyone does. B



